Women of Wind Energy Member Survey

July 2008
Question 1: How often do you visit the WoWE website?
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Weekly
	14.5
	10

	Monthly
	23.2
	16

	A few times a year
	55.1
	38

	Never
	7.2
	5


Comments:

· Just found out about it through the Wind Energy Weekly

· more like every other day

· When I get an email from the listserv it inspires me to check the website, however it seems that there really isn't much updating going on in the website

· Just a new member with an overloaded schedule - I'll visit more often after my new job gets settled in
Question 2:  What new features would you like to see on the WoWE website (check all that apply)?
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	More information on WoWE chapters
	67.6
	46

	Calendar of events
	80.9
	55

	Links to other industry websites
	32.4
	22

	Links to education programs for the industry
	51.5
	35

	Current press items about women in the wind industry
	69.1
	47


Comments:

· Bi-weekly or monthly formal email with WoWE happenings, events, opportunities, instead of periodical "one-off" emails.

· Info about the mentoring program and job postings

· All these are great ideas

· Yes, it is already a great website, although adding more of all of the above, would be great

· blog/forum for questions and answers

· All of the above. However, ranked: 1) Calendar 2) Current press 3) Links to industry sites 4) Links to ed sites 5) Chapters

· It would be nice to see discussion of the types of positions that women currently hold in the industry - there's a broad spectrum, including technician, attorney, meteorologist, engineer, and it would be nice to read profiles or even "how I got to where I am now" stories

· WoWE chapters on a Google map

· Links to chapter sites

Question 3:  WoWE’s mission is “to support and encourage the participation and advancement of professional women in the wind energy industry.”  Do you feel this accurately reflects your experience with WoWE?
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Yes, strongly
	54.8
	34

	Yes, moderately
	41.9
	26

	No, it doesn’t
	3.2
	2


Comments:

· I just joined in June.... so I look forward to helping build the NY/NJ chapter

· Do not feel there's a need to specify or detail the mission statement until the organization becomes further developed

· I was very impressed with the luncheon in Houston and the scholarships provided

· I have no real experience yet

· I have not been a member for very long

· To me it has been more of a networking forum than anything

· I’m a new member, so I don’t have enough experience yet to offer a useful assessment

· I'm excited to get going on the mentoring program. I think it will make a difference. So far it seems like there is a lot of awards to people already successful, but I have not experienced first hand personalized help to progress myself or for me to be able to encourage someone else.

· Most of my WoWE experience came from starting a chapter, and I was focused on this mission. Other then that my exposure/experience has been limited, but I do think that the mentoring program is a big step in that direction! Good work

Question 4:  Do you feel our logo is a good representation of WoWE?
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Yes
	65.7
	44

	No
	16.4
	11

	Didn’t know WoWE had a logo
	17.9
	12


Comments:

· It’s not my favorite

· It’s fun, just like us!

· It seems a little too earthy/feminine. Not that WoWE members cannot be these things but I feel like we would be better represented by a stronger more businesslike logo.

· It’s ok

· it sort of is and i don't have ideas for something better, but it could be something worth looking into

· I do not like the ditzy ponytail spin! A little too "girlie." 

· I think it’s really cute

Question 5: Is there a WoWE chapter in your area?
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Yes
	62.7
	42

	No
	25.4
	17

	Don’t know
	11.9
	8


Comments:

· NYC/NJ

· I will be glad to help get a West Texas WOWE started

· I am trying to join the Seattle chapter

· sort of - there is a NYC chapter but I am in upstate NY (Albany)

· I'm 2 hrs from Portland, OR. I would like to see if there is a chapter there. I may also be traveling soon & would like to see a listing of the chapters and contact information

· but it hasn't been active as far as i can tell

· Madison, WI?

· Washington, DC - don't think so
· I wish it were more active

· Tehachapi, CA. I have encouraged Linda Parker to lead this effort

Question 6:  Do you participate in your Chapter’s activities?
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Yes, often
	27.3
	18

	Yes, sometimes
	24.2
	16

	No, not at all
	19.7
	13

	No chapter in my area
	28.8
	19


Comments:

· I lead our chapter

· don't know if there is a chapter

· not yet, it just started

· hasn’t been one since i learned of the chapter

· My Chapter hasn't met in a while

· Just joined. I will try to participate in future activities, pending my availability

· Not sure if a chapter in my area

· I intend to as it's just forming

· I just moved to Boston where I believe there is a chapter so I am looking forward to getting
· Just joined

· However I am looking forward to attending WoWE meetings in different cities in which AWEA workshops are held.

· Only because I've only seen one meet-up happen, otherwise I would be there.

· I became a member of WoWE when I lived in Portland, OR.
Question 7:  What activities does your Chapter offer?  (check all that apply)
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Breakfast meetings
	0
	0

	Lunchtime meetings
	32.1
	17

	After work happy hours
	58.5
	31

	Speakers connected to wind energy
	17.0
	9

	Speakers connected to women in business
	1.9
	1

	Community outreach
	1.9
	1

	Field trips
	9.4
	5

	No Chapter in my area
	35.8
	19


Comments:

· The Vermont chapter is just getting started. We had a great second meeting and are having a fundraiser next week to raise money to support sending a woman to AWEA, the Renewable Energy Vermont conference or other events

· so far we have only done lunch and happy hour meetings, but we are working on further developing our chapter to do more things like host speakers, do field trips, etc

· The NY/NJ chapter is new and currently defining all the activities (some above) that we will be pursuing

· Unfortunately, we don't have any regular meetings at lunch or during happy hour. Regular meetings or get togethers would be best

· New chapter!

· So far only one meeting

· Our chapter is new, so the number of activities have been limited to date

· Not sure if there is a chapter in my area

· So far we have only talked about a meeting. I do not know when the last one was and we are working on getting one in August

· Our Chapter (Portland, OR) just started up, so we haven’t done a lot yet, but I am looking forward to more events

· There was one networking dinner as far as I know

· Our chapter in Texas is just now forming. We hope to encourage all of the above into our chapter

Question 8: What activities would you most like to do in your Chapter? (check all that apply)
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Breakfast meetings
	11.9
	8

	Lunchtime meetings
	20.9
	14

	After work happy hours
	46.3
	31

	Speakers connected to wind energy
	67.2
	45

	Speakers connected to women in business
	41.8
	28

	Community outreach
	34.3
	23

	Field trips
	37.3
	25

	No Chapter in my area
	25.4
	17


Comments:

· Suggestions on ways to get more chapter participants involved (and leading) so the chapter chairs don't have to do all the work.

· I have a background in event planning and can easily plan events at a country club or another venue

· we haven't done all of these yet, but this is what i would like to see

· Wind farm in PA is fairly close. AWEA office took a field trip there last fall to see a blade being mounted on the tower.

· I would like to see some serious participation and mentoring. A resource library, a local yahoo group where we can get real and ask personal questions we deal with everyday.(that we may not want posted nationwide)
Question 9:  Are you planning to participate in the new WoWE Mentoring Program?
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Yes, as a Mentee
	26.2
	17

	Yes, as a Mentor
	3.1
	2

	Yes, as both a Mentee and Mentor
	15.4
	10

	Not at this time, but maybe in the future
	47.7
	31

	No
	6.2
	4

	Didn’t know WoWE had a mentoring program
	1.5
	1


Comments:

· As a newcomer to the industry, I am very grateful for this opportunity. Thanks

· Haven't decided yet. Time is the issue

· I am swamped with work at my job right now, but am interested in participating when my schedule allows

· Haven’t decided yet

· I have already submitted my request for a mentor

· Filled out the application last month

· I don’t know about it

· I want to gain some experience with the group first

Question 10:  What other programs would you like to WoWE have? (check all that apply)
	
	Response %
	Response Count

	Community outreach programs for education about wind energy
	41.2
	28

	Programs for schools (K-12) on wind energy
	38.2
	26

	Programs to help women in high school or college learn about wind energy careers
	80.9
	55

	Collaborate with other, existing wind energy industry programs
	51.5
	35

	Networking groups based on special interests (versus geography) such as recruitment, policy or manufacturing
	58.8
	40


Comments:

· Recruitment is a priority issue, I feel, given the demand for jobs now and into the future to achieve industry goals and policy demand for wind power

· Networking based on geography is what the chapters are all about
· As a wildlife ecologist, I am interested in technical wildlife issues

· Thanks Louise!

· All of these are great ideas! I am very willing to help, so please let me know if you need my help moving any of these projects forward, or with anything else
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